RUSSIAN ENGINEER

stranger to enter a room, and casually listen to a
conversation that nobody took the slightest notice.

I was surprised, however, and later made inquiries
which revealed to me the interesting fact that
Trautmann had been made assistant to Beerman,
and as this was a much lower position than he
formerly occupied, I thought at the time it was a
peculiar move. His presence had absolutely no
effect on the conversation, and the engineers con-
tinued to argue their points. Trautmann left just
before I did, and within a short time some of the
engineers present had been arrested by the O.G.P.U.
orders.

They obviously placed Trautmann, one of the
most highly qualified men in Russia, in Beerman's
office with a view to getting evidence which would
support the case made out against some of the Russian
engineers. After this interview I returned to my
quarters, when things commenced to move more
rapidly than at any time since my arrival in Russia.
It became obvious to me that Sludsky, for all his
seeming pre-occupation, had been moved to action by
my story, and that he suspected that Gurievitch was
not treating the matter fairly. This determined him
to order an inquiry into the whole affair, and It was
as a result of this inquiry that within a few days I
found myself requested to attend a commission
which would settle matters for me.

This commission was presided over by one of
the strangest personalities I met in the Soviet
Union, Dr. Rutyers, a Dutchman, who Is one of the
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